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Accommodations 
Accommodations are changes in how a student 
accesses information and demonstrates learning. 
Accommodations do not substantially change the
instructional level, content, or performance crite-
ria. The changes are made to provide a student with 
equal access to learning and equal opportunity to 
show what they know and can do. Accommoda-
tions can include changes in presentation, response 
format and procedures, instructional strategies, 
time and scheduling, environment, equipment, and
architecture.

Accommodation Samples
• Test taken orally
• Large-print textbooks
• Additional time to take tests
• A locker with an adapted lock
• Weekly home–school communication tool(s)
• Peer support for note taking
• Lab sheets with highlighted instructions
• Graph paper to assist in organizing and lining up math problems
• Digital lectures
• Use of a computer for writing
• Highlighted directions

Modifications 
Modifications are changes in what a student is expected to learn. These 
changes are made to provide a student with opportunities to participate mean-
ingfully and productively along with other students in classroom and other 
school learning experiences. Modifications include changes in instructional 
level, content, and performance criteria.

The following list contains examples of modifications that can be provided 
in general education classrooms. IEP teams determine accommodations and
modifications that meet the unique and individual needs of their students.

Modification Samples
• An outline in place of an essay for a major project
• Choices of Picture Communication Symbols on tests
• Alternative books or materials on the same theme or topic
• Spelling support from word prediction software
• Word bank of choices for answers to test questions
• Use of a calculator on a math test
• Video supplements in place of text
• Questions reworded using simpler language
• Projects substituted for written reports

The teacher 
develops the plan.

The teacher models 
the instructional 
strategy for me.

The teacher assigns
me a role in instruction.

I carry out my 
instructional role.

The teacher gives 
me feedback.

I give the teacher 
feedback about 

student performance.

Figure 6.1. Cycle of support. From Doyle, M. B. (2009). The paraprofessional’s 
guide to the inclusive classroom: working as a team (3rd ed., p. 58). Baltimore, MD: 
Paul H. Brookes Publishing Co.; adapted with permission.

QUICK QUIZ
Now that you are clear on 
the differences between
accommodations and
modifications, how would you 
describe the difference to someone 
else? Let’s say you’re discussing
your job as a paraprofessional 
with someone in an elevator
or over dinner and this person 
asked you, “What is the difference 
between accommodations and
modifications?” How might you 
respond? 
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